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EDITORIAL. 


THOSE responsible for the organisation of the Birmingham 
Conference are to be congratulated on not overloading the pro- 
gramme. Perhaps the outstanding item of interest and value was 
the President’s address which should do much to secure a greater 
appreciation of libraries and prove truly helpful in the developments 
so much needed. A number of librarians have placed orders for 
copies of this address to distribute among members of their com- 
mittees and local councils, and it would be a wise proceeding for all 
librarians, especially those in charge of smaller libraries, to see that 
this famous presidential address is brought before their respective 
committees. 


* * * * 


The article on Special Libraries was interesting, but too long, 
with the result that discussion was perhaps curtailed. Inter- 
Library Loaning, dealt with so able by Professor Sandback, is a 
topic of importance and one likely to be much heard of in the near 
future, but Dr. Baker’s contribution in the discussion represents a 
point of view—-and an important one—often overlooked. The 


Rev. A. B. Bateman’s paper, “ Libraries from a Reader’s Point of 
View,”’ so delightfully humorous, was, like the curate’s egg, good in 
parts, but his over-emphasis of the specialist created a useful dis- 
cussion and brought into focus the legitimate aid to be expected 
from such a quarter. 


* * * > 


A lengthy correspondence appeared recently in The Manchester 
Guardian on the lack or inadequacy of school libraries in that city. 
As is well known Manchester in recent years has opened young 
people’s rooms on original lines and catered adequately for young 
folk out of school. But for some reason or other there appears to 
be a lack of co-operation between the libraries and the ciacalien 
committees. Perhaps the correspondence will do something to 

romote such co-operation and secure a needed provision—juvenile 
ibraries in the schools. 


* * o + 


A fireside discussion at the recent Conference revealed that a 
certain chairman visited his librarian several time daily, and 
surprise was expressed by those who do not receive—and perhaps 
do not desire—such frequent attention. Not only did this particular 
chairman haunt the library to this extent, but it was declared that 
he was compelled to do it. The explanation is that he is in the 
postal service and delivers the librarian’s correspondence as often 
as is necessary. 
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There are signs of perturbation at the number of library 
pointments that are going to unqualified and untrained people. 
the county authorities are the greatest sinners in this respect and 
besides baa unfair to trained members of the profession, it is not 
in the long run in the interests of the individual libraries. It is 
suggested that the Library Association should devise some means 
of remedying this state of affairs. In the great professions of educa- 
tion, law, medicine and engineering such a state of affairs would 
not be allowed. Why should it in librarianship ? 


. * * . 


For the past few months Chorley has had a unique exhibition 
in the Hardcastle collection of original drawings for modern book 
illustration—the property of a Halifax lady—a collection which 
has attracted considerable attention, not only in Chorley, but also 
in the numerous other towns where it has been shown. The collec- 
tion is now available for other towns, the only cost to the borrowing 
town being insurance for the time being, and transit. Application 
should be addressed to the Halifax Librarian, who for the present 
is responsible for all arrangements of circulation. 

* * * * 


Undoubtedly we are increasing our efforts to give publicity to 
library work. If, however, we are to be successful we must realise 
that our advertising must be conducted by means of oudside agencies. 
It is as useless to hope to secure good results by distributing pam- 

ets from the library building, or exhibiting posters therein, as 
it would be for a department stores to post advertisements over 
its own counters. We must find some means of having our leaflets 
distributed by shops, banks, churches, schools, or societies, and of 
displaying our posters in places where they will be seen by men and 
women who might not even know that there is such an institution 
as alibrary. This may not prove as difficult as we are apt to regard 
it. A little personal influence, some good will—possibly slight 
expenditure—could, in most towns, we venture to think, secure 
considerable ‘‘ extra-library”’ publicity. If, therefore, we believe 
in publicity—and how many do not ?—it is our duty to explore 
these possibilities. 


* * * * 


With this object, it has been suggested that there is need for a 
short range of posters which are so inexpensive that any library 
could afford to purchase and utilise, say, a hundred or more of each. 
These would be sent to schools, shops, meeting places of all kinds, 
to works and factories—even, if the local bill posting firm is friendly 
to the library movement, in odd corners of hoardings. They would 
be tasteful and attractive, large enough to serve their purpose but 
not so large that space cannot be spared for them on the limited 
expanse of the average office or works notice board. The wording 
would be designed to draw attention to the services which books 
can render to Everyman and his wife and children, at work or at 
play, and we have no doubt that few citizens even in the least 

avoured towns would refuse them display. 
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LINES ON THE DEATH (OR RETIREMENT) 
OF AN HONORARY SECRETARY 


(IN FEEBLE IMITATION OF DEAN SwIFT). 


Envisage if you really can, 

A mighty gathering of the clan ; 

They all are there: yes, every one, 

At this select symposium. 

In private conference they meet : 

Their words (not thoughts) are most discreet. 
So Pacy goes! Well, well! that’s good! 
He stayed much longer than he should. 
Whether he’s dead or but retired, 

His reign with us has now expired. 

In some kind minds there’s tribulation, 
But in the mass, great jubilation. 
Although we liked the man himself, 
Thanks be! at last he’s on the shelf; 
Now that he’s gone to join his betters, 
We feel relieved of irksome fetters. 

He never would seek our opinion : 

At last we’re freed from his dominion ! 
He seemed to think he was essential : 
Values are so differential ! 

His duty was, within his station 

But to record our observation. 

He failed because he would not write 
Down all we said as words of might. 
’Tis plain that we can well contrive 

His late departure to survive. 

Intolerant when in Committee, 
Flippant, though he thought ’twas witty, 
Sad to observe his futile strivings 

To abbreviate our verbal writhings. 

He never realized we’d come 

To talk all day, till setting sun, 

That we were here to represent 

(Lord help ’em) those by whom we're sent. 
In listening to our great oration 

He ne’er displayed due admiration. 


I always said that, at the last, 

He’d follow me, from Stanley Jast ; 
I often thought he was a fool 

Ever to knuckle to your rule. 

He ever was above the law 

Laid down by me—thus G. T. Shaw! 
Alderman Abbott’s fervent strain— 
What! has the man resigned again ? 
He did not always try to fit 
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His views to please—from S. A. Pitt, 
Then swift into the wordy ravage 
Comes this remark from E. A. Savage, 
He did his best, within his vision : 
Though seldom right in my decision. 
From kindly Basil Anderton— 

I never knew him sat upon. 

To ladies he was sometimes fierce, 
Contributed by Kate E. Pierce. 

H. Tapley-Soper—well, of course, 

The fellow might have been much worse. 
Though I’ve a grievance as you know ; 
The Subject Index is no go! 

I warn you that it’s going to prove 

Our bankruptcy, unless we move. 

But Wyndham Hulme sheds not a tear, 
The index causes him no fear. 

Hear Walter Powell then declaim, 

I’ve asked for facts time and again. 
Without result, I must confess, 

You'll find he’s left us in a mess. 

An apt remark from Herbert Jones, 
Some of you’d dance on dead men’s bones. 
While Quinn the quiet simply says, 

We all have our peculiar ways, 

For praise he did not greatly yearn, 

But e’en a worm at times will turn. 

The Editor of our own journal, 

Damns a contributor infernal 

Slow, in sending in his stuff, 

Though, heaven knows, I’d quite enough. 
His absence I shall never mourn, 
Lugubriously from Benson Thorne, 

His work was only just “ so so,” 

*Twere better done by me atte Bowe. 
Mitchell interposes here, 

He thought you all a mixture queer. 
Judging from what I now do see, 

I think that with him I agree. 

“ The Doctor ”’ says that, as a rule, 

He never really backed “ our ’’ school. 
The school which I’ve so well directed, 
The post for which I was selected. 

In heat of talk no one kept calmer, 
Except p’raps I, from G. H. Palmer. 
What long-eared fools, he’d think we are, 
If he could hear us now, says Farr. 

Now hark to me, this comes from Riddle, 
He never would play “ second fiddle,” 
Ashton, “‘ What say you, my boy? ”’ 
“What would he care for all your ploy ? ”’ 
Prideaux, midst the lucubrations, 
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“‘ He’d not enthuse on Publications.” 
The man, when put upon his mettle, 
You dared not face, says Bernard Kettle. 
Now Arnold Burt in friendly tone, 
The time had come, yes, this I own, 
He had at last to meet the call, 

It pleases some, but not us all. 
Minto, never free of speech, 

Oh, let him rest, I do beseech, 

He’s now removed outside your reach. 
Roebuck thought they really might, 
Fine something that he’d done aright, 
Pomfret declines a word to say, 

He liked the man in every way. 
Briscoe states he never found, 

The Secretary quite unsound. 

Though in the matter of publicity, 
He did not show a great felicity, 
Roberts from Brighton-by-the-Sea 

‘A failure rank he proved to be, 

He ne’er e’en got the M.B.E.”’ 
Twentyman in gentle voice, 

“* Now you can make a better choice.” 
Ballinger in dudgeon deep, 

Decides for bed and quiet sleep. 
Hutt, not hearing all that’s said, 

Also thinks its time for bed. 
Berwick-Sayers did not think, 

He spread sufficiency of ink. 

The Bolton light, the dazzling Sparke, 
‘“‘ Why did he keep us in the dark ? ”’ 
I never really could get even 

With the man, says G. A. Stephen. 
Now that we know he’s gone to roost, 
Perhaps we can get on and boost. 
Singleton speaking for the branches, 
Thinks he missed so many chances, 
Promptly to pass all grants along, 

He never was on branches strong. 
Then Edward Green of Halifax, 

‘ | always did collect the tax,” 

For t’other branch I represent, 
What’s more, the money’s not yet spent. 
With him I held perpetual war, 
Pronounces B. M. Headicar. 

Guppy winds up in cool contempt, 

No doubt that some one will attempt, 
To please and satisfy your need, 

An archangel would not succeed. 


And so the talk goes round and round, 
Where’s his successor to be found ? 
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We certainly must have a man, 

Who'll work according to our plan. 

One tc think as we dictate, 

And never dare his view to state. 

Who the man is going to be, 

As Asquith says, just “‘ wait and see.’ 
One thing is sure and that’s quite plain, 
We do not want his like again. 


THE MARCH OF PROGRESS AND HOW TO 
KEEP PACE WITH IT 

By Artuur T. Austinc (Wood Green Public Library). 
Some books are out of date almost as soon as they are published ; 
some books are never out of date. 

‘Lhe function of a public library is to provide the community 
with a collection of books on every subject with a view to that 
community becoming a place of more economic value to the state 
and international life. Only the best of the huge output of the 

ess is bought, but that selection has to be kept up to date, or the 
ibrary ceases to occupy its right place. In a collection of thirty 
thousand or more books, keeping pace with modern developments, 
particularly in regard to the arts and sciences, is a huge task, and 
one which, since it is never ended, can never be even temporarily 
disregarded. 

A librarian in selecting newly-published books has often nothing 
but reviews to guide him, and buys what he thinks to be the most 
wanted according to the demands he has to meet. He brings all 
his knowledge of books, authors and subjects to bear on the books 
to choose from and finally comes to a decision and buys those of 
his choice. After which he has to see that his collection is kept 
up to date, new editions replacing old ones as the new ones appear, 
and effete books being withdrawn as they become of no value. 
The difficulty that immediately presents itself is that of keeping 
in mind thirty thousand or more books at the same time. Such a 
task is impossible of accomplishment be he supported by the most 
zealous staff in existence. 

Occasionally a borrower will point out that a certain work is 
rather old and will suggest that a new edition, or a more modern 
work, recently published, be acquired, but such occasions are very 
few in number, since the public generally is not interested in new 
editions, reprints and revisions. Some borrowers, however, are 
specialists in certain subjects, and the advice of such borrowers 
is worthy of consideration, as they know the authorities they wish 
to consult. Yet borrowers generally, either through diffidence or 
because they do not know who are the acknowledged authorities 
on the subject (if any) they are specially interested in, are not very 
helpful, and the library must rely, as it should, on its own resource. 

Literary periodicals such as the Bookseller and the Stationery 
Trades’ Journal, The Publishers’ Circular, Whitaker's Literature 
of the Month, John o’ London's Weekly, The Times Literary Supple- 
meni, and other papers of a like nature, even though systematically 
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searched, do not give one particulars of all new editions of books 
which are already stocked, and some of the best of new books are 
overlooked because many announcements do not distinguish between 
a really essential work and pot boiling rubbish. Unless the author 
is a recognised authority on the subject, a work may be merely a 
beginner's dabblings, or, although it is unlikely, it may be the 
result of almost a life of patient study. Announcements and reviews 
of books, while occupying a useful place in the librarian’s work, 
may mislead to an enormous extent if accepted indiscriminately. 
To develop this thought a little it is very well known that many 
publishers issue “ the novel of the year” once a month, even as a 
tailor sells goods at “‘ knock out” prices all the year round. One 
must be prepared for a little business deception in the book trade 
as in all other trades. 

Thus it becomes very evident that by the method of merely 
adding new works and the replacing of old works by new editions 
as they are noticed, items of much importance are likely to be missed. 
Old editions of standard works will remain in place of the latest, 
and recent new works, which interested people regard as the 
most authoritative will be overlooked. 

Therefore it may reasonably be suggested that a system of 
satisfactorily revising stocks to keep abreast of modern events 
and developments is necessary after a good representative collection 
has been gathered. 

The best, and perhaps the only system, is to go over the whole 
library section by section, taking certain classes at a time and 
bringing them up to date by means of consulting bibliographies 
and trade and other catalogues, and with the help of experts when 
possible, coupled with one’s own knowledge and “ book sense.” 
This involves continual specialisation in one or more subjects or 
classes, and this specialisation must be carried out in addition to 
the routine work of the usual book purchases, which must, of course, 
go on, and for the task to be properly performed it is at first neces- 
sary to devote perhaps as much as twenty per cent. of the book 
funds to the purpose. The cost naturally decreases each time a 
class is revised providing systematic revision is maintained. 

Some subjects take longer and cost more to revise than do 
others, and it will naturally take a long time to go right round a 
library, but since science and useful arts are the classes which, 
generally, require most revision (naturally one does not worry as 
to the date of the edition of a certain poet’s works one has in stock), 
it is as well to start with those classes. Thus one month the mathe- 
matical section might be revised, next month the astronomical 
section, then the physical section and so on. As previously stated, 
some subjects take longer to revise than others, and whereas the 
section on mathematics might be finished in one month the chemistry 
class might take three months, and engineering in all its branches 
would take even longer. In this fashion, however, the whole stock 
would be revised perhaps every five years and ignorant people 
would no longer have grounds to say, as they still have, unfortu- 
nately, in some places, “ The library is a collection of useless and 
out-of-date works.” 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 
BIRMINGHAM, SEPTEMBER 14Tx—18th. 

For the third time in the history of the L.A. the annual gathering 
took place at Birmingham, an unusually large number of delegates 
attending. On the whole it was a most enjoyable meeting, and the 
local arrangements were admirable. The only just complaints one 
might make were that the programme was rather too full, not 
permitting, for example, visits to the Branch Libraries or any other 
*‘ unofficial’’ sightseeing, and that, nevertheless, there was not 
enough time devoted to real business. However, as before said, 
the Conference was one appreciated by all, and special thanks are 
due to the Local Reception Committee, the Council and Senate of 
the University, Mr. Powell, Mr. Cashmore and the many others for 
the great trouble they devoted to the arrangements and for their 
generous hospitality and splendid welcome. 

To deal first with the business:—The first meeting was held on 
the Tuesday morning, when the Deputy Mayor (Alderman T. O. 
Williams) welcomed the Association, in the absence of the Lord 
Mayor (Alderman Percival Bower) who, however, sent a letter in 
which he expressed his appreciation of the social value of libraries, 
thus striking a note later to be amplified in the Presidential Address. 

One has no hesitation in stating that the latter was the most 
significant paper of the Conference and one which should have 
considerable influence upon our outlook. Mr. C. Grant Robertson, 
Principal of the University of Birmingham, and President of the 
L.A., asserted at the commencement that it was not enough that 
the library should be “‘ simply a repository of knowledge,” even 
though scientifically organised and properly accessible to readers. 
“Such a view ignores the truth that knowledge in itself is mere 
lumber unless it is definitely related to the needs and purposes of 
the society that can use it.” Moreover, since “ neither knowledge 
nor the needs and purposes to which it can be applied are absolute, 
stabilised and independent of the continuous changes and adapta- 
tions "’ of the social organism, the function of the library must 
be continuously adapted and evolved in relation to social 
conditions. He proposed, therefore, to consider ‘‘ the power 
that lies latent in the library as an instrument of creative 
citizenship,” a power too often neglected or minimised by social 
reformers in the past. First, in order that we might realise the 
extent of the transformation of conditions during recent years, he 
outlined the main factors which had been operating since the last 
Birmingham Conference (in 1902), when one was compelled to 
admit that intellectual progress had not kept pace with scientific 
advances. Neither the extent nor the effects of the intellectual 
deficiencies of the masses were properly appreciated. ‘‘ We are 
realising to-day what our slums cost the nation in physical and 
industrial efficiency,” but ‘‘ have we yet begun to realise that there 
are slums of the mind and that if a large percentage of our popula- 
tion is condemned to live in them, the bill reckoned in physical and 
industrial efficiency, quite apart from spiritual or moral values, 
may be even more penalising and devastating in its character, 
amount and results, alike for the individual and the nation?” 
He urged us therefore to consider whether libraries were doing— 
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and if not, in what way they could attempt to do—their utmost to 
‘* realise the best possible life for the greatest number of citizens,” 
enabling them to share in and enjoy “ the best that the best and 
most humane minds are capable of producing in every sphere of 
human and socialised activity.’’ ‘‘ Our libraries can be made one 
of the most potent instruments ” in “‘ humanizing that grim indus- 
trialism, the grip of which tightens every day "’ With this aim, he 
suggested that the Library should represent above all the literature 
of Power as distinct from the literature of Knowledge and of 
Information, that it should provide adequate guidance for the 
many who had not learned how to read intelligently and to the best 
purpose, that it should “‘ capture the young,”’ and that, by means 
of lectures and the like it should establish a close relationship 
between literature and the arts. 

The Presidential Address was followed by a paper on “ Special 
Libraries and Information Bureaux, their development and future 
in Great Britain,’”’ by Mr. Arthur F. Ridley, Librarian, British 
Non-Ferrous Metals Research Association, and Hon. Sec., 
Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux. After 
discussing the nature and functions of special libraries, he gave a 
detailed account of the methods and achievements of his own, a 
typical important, research library. Dr. Douglas F. Twiss, Chief 
Chemist, Dunlop Rubber Company, who opened the discussion, 
remarked on the need for general libraries in industrial areas to 
form similar special libraries and urged that, as some of the special 
libraries were liable to be discontinued the Association should take 
steps to secure in such a case the transfer of the material to the 
appropriate public library. 

On Wednesday morning Professor F. E. Sandback, of Birm- 
ingham University, dealt with “ Inter-Library Loaning,’’ or rather 
with one aspect of this subject as he confined his attention chiefly 
to the relations between university and learned societies’ libraries. 
As it was necessary that advanced students should have access to 
the whole literature of their subject and, at the same time, 
undesirable and impossible to duplicate to a large extent, co- 
operation was essential. Not only must individual institutions be 
willing to lend; a central bureau able to inform enquirers where 
the desired material could be found must be established. He then 
outlined the steps taken in this form of co-operation by the Associa- 
tion of University Teachers, who had already established a central 
office and secured the assistance of most national and many foreign 
institutions. Mr. E. A. Savage, in the discussion, spoke more of 
the smaller libraries, voicing a needed warning when he said that 
inter-library loaning should never be adopted as a substitute for 
adequate local provision. At present much too little was spent on 
books ; no library authority was devoting sufficient unless a third 
of its income was expended on books. 

After an interesting paper on “ William Tyndale’s Place in 
English Literature” had been read by Mr. H. G. Wood, the dis- 
cussion on the previous day’s paper by Mr. Ridley was resumed. 
It was generally felt that it would be desirable for the newly formed 
Association of Special Libraries to be amalgamated with the L.A., 
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WITHIN A YEAR. A Story of the Siege of Acre. By FREDERICK Harrison. 

YOUNG SALTS. By W. C. Mercatre. (A capital sea story.) 





S.P.C.K., Northumberland Avenue, London, W.C.2 
and of all Booksellers. Lists post free. 
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and Mr. Jast was instructed to convey this view to the A.S.L.I.B. 
at its next conference. 

The Thursday session opened with a witty, and clever, if occa- 
sionally impracticable, address by the Rev. A. B. Bateman, on 
“ Libraries from a Reader’s Point of View.’’ One agreed with the 

er when he urged that libraries should be really comfortable 
and that the reader’s needs as to hours, etc., should be considered, 
but his suggestion that the staff should include experts in different 
subjects and that there should be a panel of experts to assist in 
book selection found no favour from any of the many who joined in a 
lively discussion. 

Mr. C. R. Sanderson also “gave an address” instead of 
“ reading ’’ a paper, and his treatment of “ The Value of Official 
and Parliamentary Publications’ was very able. Particularly 
useful was his survey of those papers which are of appeal to small 
libraries catering for a general public, and his account of those of 
value to commercial and industrial concerns. 

The meeting concluded with a report, by Mr. G. A. Stephen, 
on the progress made by the Special Committee on Government 
Publications—one of the L.A. Committee’s which can be heartily 
congratulated upon its activities. 

The Excursion Programme was a very full one, and no doubt 
largely owing to the efforts of Mr. F. B. Andrews, Chairman of the 
Excursions Sub-committees, it was carried through excellently. 
From a professional point of view, the most notable excursion was 
that to Coventry, where the Earlsdon Branch Library, the Gulson 
Library, the Cathedral, Bablake, St. Mary’s Hall and other places 
of interest were visited. The visit to Bournville was also a very 

leasant one, as was that to Oscott College and Aston Hall. The 
t day, Friday, could not have been better spent than it was in the 
delightful drive to Warwick and Stratford-on-Avon. Those who 
enjoy an “ exciting ’’ Business meeting were disappointed, but that 
was unavoidable as only one hour was set aside for the considera- 
tion of the Annual Report and so on. 

The Association had the pleasure of being received by the 
Library Committee, by the Lord Mayor, and by the Council and 
Senate of the University, and the Annual Dinner attracted an 
exceptionally large ‘‘ congregation.” 

As usual, the Exhibition of Books, Bookbinding and Appliances 
was a valuable feature of the Conference, though it possibly suffered 
through being housed away from the meeting place and because of 
the fullness of the programme. 

At the recent conference of Seattle, the American Library 
Association resolved that the American Library Association recogn- 
nizes and appreciates the distinct and valuable contribution which 
Mr. Chivers has made to the economics of Public Libraries. The 
many years he devoted to the study of the strength of book-making 
materials and of the wear of the bindings of books in active use, 
and unquestionably his generous and unselfish publication for the 
benefit of others of the results of his study and experiments, have 
advanced the methods of book-binding in this country to the gain 
of all Public Libraries. His presence here and his genuine interest 
have resulted in raising the standard of book-binding among both 
librarians and bookbinders. 
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WIVES 

By Gamaliel Bradford 
In Wives Mr. Bradford gives us 

Gg seven intimate portraits of the 
wives of famous and infamous 
characters in history. The author 
is a master of the art of brilliant 
portraiture. 12/6 net 


THE HARPER PRIZE SHORT 

STORIES 

By Twelve Authors 
An opportunity for English 
readers to become acquainted with 
the best contemporary American 


writers. 6/- net 
In 1924 Harper's Magasine provided 
2,000 in prizes for the best short 
stories submitted by American authors 
during the year. Three distinguished 
judges were chosen to award prizes to 
twelve of the more than ten thousand 
manuscripts submitted. 


GROVER CLEVELAND : The Man 

and the Statesman 

By Robert McElroy 
With an introduction by Elihu 
Root, this book is a complete 
study of one of the most striking 
figures of recent American his- 
tory, and is a most important 
addition to the history of our own 
times. 21/- net 


FAMOUS RECIPES OF FAMOUS 

WOMEN 

By Florence Stratton, Editor 
A new classic for the cook-book- 
shelf—the favourite recipes of 
famous women, two hundred of 
them, each one autographed by 
its sponsor. Among the sponsors 
are Lady Astor, Madame Louise 
Homer, Mary Pickford, Princess 
Bibesco and Mrs. Coolidge, wife 
of the President. 3/6 net 


ELISABETHAN PLAYWRIGHTS 

By Felix E. Schelling 
A History of Elisabethan Drama 
from 1558 to the closing of the 
Theatres (1642) by one of the lead- 
ing authorities in this field. The 
book will be followed by a vol. 
of selections to accompany the 
text. 12/6 net 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
LONDON 








G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS 


That Fool of a Woman 


By Miucent Suruertann (Millicent, 
Duchess of Sutherland). 

“The social world is reading ‘ Millicent 
Sutherland's’ book with persistency. How 
far it is autobiographical it is for the author 
to say.” —Scots Pictorial 7/6 net 


The Carillon of Scarpa 


By Frora Kticxmann, Editor of the 
Woman's Magazine. The Daily Telegraph 
says: “Miss Klickmann makes beautiful 
everything she touches. We feel better 
for having known the delightful people of 
Scarpa.” 516 pages. 6 net 


The Whitehall Series 


Volume I., “The Home Office,” by Ste 
Eowarp Troup, K.C.B., K.C.V.O. Volume 
Il, “The Ministry of Health,” by Sie 
Artnur Newsnoime, K.C.B., M.D. Other 
volumes are in preparation 5/- net each 


Personality as a Business 
Asset 


A unique little book, by I. B. Wotcorr, 
telling how Personality may be acquired 
and employed in every walk of life. The 

y Express says: “ Remarkably inter- 
esting.” 3/6 net. 


Week Ends 


The latest of F. W. Txomas’s humour 
books, uniform with “Rain and Shine,” 
“* Merry-Go-Round,” etc. The Westminster 
Weekly ~ es “Mr. Thomas keeps it up 
wonderfully.” Each volume is 2/6 net. 


A King in the Making 
A frank biography of the Prince of Wales, by 
Genevieve Parxuurst, of whi The 
Daily Chronicle says: ‘‘ Not since Alfred 
burned the cakes has a Royal hero been the 
subject of stories so intimate.” 35 illustra- 
tions. 10/6 net 


The Roar of the Crowd 


An Autobiography by )..«zs J. Corserr, 
the Ex-Heavyweight Boxing Champion of 
the World, which The ily Mirror calls 
“* Quite the most entertaining sporting book 
issued for a long time. Every page full of 
the ring.” Fully illustrated. 10/6 net 


The Complete Opera Book 


By Gustav Kosss, revised by I. Bowavia 
Giving the stories of 198 operas. The 
Birmingham Post says: “ Opera lovers will 
like to pore over it.” 64 illustrations. 
15/- net 


24 Bedford St., W.C.2 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DEAR CALLIMACHUS, 

You will be relieved to hear that I escaped unharmed from 
that unfortunate meeting of Pseudonyms at Birmingham. You 
will be glad to know also that the intruders who broke up our secret 
conclave were not, as we imagined, a gang of plain clothes men, 
but a number of regular subscribers to The Library World. 

Nevertheless, what with that adventure and the ardours and 
endurances of the Conference, I still feel tired. One does not like 
to be ungrateful, but did we not have rather 


Too Much oF a Goop THING 

this year? Of the meetings proper I would say this—there was, 
for a change, reasonable opportunity for discussion, and they were 
much more worth while than I had, with my usual pessimism, 
anticipated. Still I feel that once more we, or rather the L.A., 
failed to make the most of the opportunity. When are we going 
to realise that the Annual Conference is our great chance to interest 
the general public in library work ? I would not exclude technical 
papers—we have far too few of significance—but much of our time 
should surely be devoted to some important aspect of the relation- 
ship of our work to national conditions and public needs. The 
President gave us an admirable text upon which the whole week’s 
sermons could have been preached, and had we seriously discussed, 
as we might have done, the power of the library as a factor in 


CREATIVE CITIZENSHIP 
the Birmingham Conference would have made a real impression 
upon the minds of our countrymen at large. Something like this 
must be done. In my humble opinion, Callimachus, we could have 
no better programme than to devote our next three Conferences 
mainly to a discussion of (a) The Library as a Social Influence, 
(6) The Library as an Aid to Commerce and Industry and (c) The 
Library as a Means of Fostering and linking together the Fine Arts. 

And three session of papers are not enough. There should be 
at least five. Too much attention to the lighter side will only lead 
our Conferences into disrepute. The great majority of the members 
are keen to devote their energies to real business, and the few who 
are not will not be missed if they stay away. 

Do not think that I was dissatisfied with the papers given— 
on the contrary, they were much better than usual. I am merely 
imitating Mr. Twist by asking for more, and, in addition, asking 
that the papers should be co-ordinated in order that a genuine 
contribution to library progress might be made. 

As usual, however, one benefited almost as much—if not more— 
from the informal exchange of ideas in streets, ‘“‘ charas,”’ and, tell 
it not in Gath, smoke rvoms. Conferences would justify themselves 
even if there were no meetings. Conversations with my many 
enemies and my few friends provided me with ideas for my 
“Letters ’’ until further notice, but I fear to use them lest I rend 
the veil by which my identity is 
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For ECONOMY i * Library Binding 


RILEY'S GUARANTEED BINDING 


All Books treated according to suitability of the paper. 
Sewing and Binding of every book guaranteed. 








Bindings in Imperial Morocco Cloth, Buckram and 
Quarter Niger Morocco at bottom prices. 





Trained staff constantly employed on Library work. 
Send for Price List or Tender. 
Re-placement Catalogue of 9,000 titles, free on application. 
Carriage paid both ways. Prompt delivery. 


B. RILEY & Co., Ltd., 5% HupDERSFIELD 
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“WRoOPT IN MysTERY.” 

One theme only will I discuss, because it is dear to my heart. 
I overheard one librarian remark that he would not put books on 
Birth Control in his library because it was a highly controversial 
subject. Now, I admit at the outset that the subject is not repre- 
sented on my own shelves—but for a different reason. And it is 
with the reasons that I am concerned. I exclude this subject 
because I regret I have not found an effective way of securing that 
the books shall be brought to the notice of those who are able to 
use them,while at the same time excluding them from those who are 
not able or who would abuse them. That the subject is contro- 
versial does not influence me in the least as we have our remedy 
in all such cases—that of providing both sides of the question. 
Heaven forbid that we should ever try to exclude the controversial, 
or, worse, try to be on the side of the angels, or of the powers that be, 
or of our own opinions. 

To return to the Conference, however—the Glasgow Presidential 
Address was so good that none of those who were not acquainted 
with the work of our new President could have expected that high 
level to be maintained. But it was. Both Presidents, also, are 
thoroughly acquainted with the practical aspects of librarianship, 
as was shown at Birmingham—to give one instance—by the refer- 
ence to the value of lectures. 

I must confess that, for a while, I was very sceptical about 
the worth of 

LIBRARY LECTURES 

—at least, as they were conducted in some towns. There seemed 
a danger of lectures being developed as a separate branch of library 
work, imperfectly related to our other activities. When this is so— 
when, for example, they are given away from the library without 
sufficient effort to bring the “ book using ”’ aspect into prominence— 
I am still their opponents. When, however, lectures are made to 
serve the double purpose of attracting fresh readers and of stimu- 
lating interests which can be pursued in the library, there is every- 
thing to be said for them. The President was wise to emphasise 
the importance of linking together the arts and literature, of inter- 
relating the varieties of intellectual endeavour, thus breaking down 
the watertight partitions of this specialising age. And another 
speaker referred to the importance of studies and researches which 
ran across rather than with the usual course of study—these, I 
know were not that speaker’s words, but I think he had something 
like this in mind. 

To the many functions which the Library alone can perform 
we should add this power of counteracting the tendency to specialise 
in the humanities. We find men who are musical yet ignore litera- 
ture, or painting, and vice versa. We encounter amateur scientists 
who regard the arts as outside their ken. We are perpetually 
encountering men who will tell you that they are fond of this, or 
of that, or of the other, whereas if we would really develop our 
personal resources we should be willing and able to find interest 
in most things under the sun. This need not be carried to the 
extremes of dilettantism, since there is a common basis and a natural 
connection between all the arts and, indeed, all human studies. 
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Important to Librarians. 


WE DO NOT SEND PARCELS OF BOOKS 
ON APPROVAL 
UNLESS REQUESTED TO DO SO. 


Mudie’s Select Library Lit. 


HAVE NO BUSINESS CONNECTION WHATEVER 
WITH ANY OTHER FIRM OF A SIMILAR NAME. 
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Harvey Robinson, thinking more of scientific and sociological 
matters, once pointed out the large number of important discoveries 
and investigations which were only possible because of deliberate 
evasion of the trammels of specialisation. Even more, if—saving 
to the individual—less important, discoveries await those who will 
cease to specialise in the humanities. 

The Library can do much—especially by an intelligent use of 
lectures—to relate interests which have become separated, and by 
so doing it will enrich the everyday life of many who come within 
its influence. 

Well, Callimachus, I am wandering into sociology, and so it is 
time to cease. One thing, however, strikes me whenever I am in 
this mood, and it is that none of us realise to the full the extent 
and nature of the influences of which our work is capable. We 
make steady progress towards realisation and steady advance to its 
achievement, but we have a long and fascinating road to travel. 
At present the immediate obstacle to be overcome is the hard fact, 
stated by a speaker at the Special Libraries Conference, that the 
average American had a higher estimate of the value of his library 
than the average Englishman. 

Let us hope that before long we may say, with Sganarelle, 

Mais nous avours changé tout cela. 
Yours, 
ARISTONYMOUS. 
[The Editor does not hold himselj responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ““ LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 





LIBRARY NEWS 

[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 

Notes on innovations, interesiing happenings, appointments, and 

changes and other local items of interest general are particularly 

welcome. | 

Consequent upon the retirement of Mr. Butler Wood from the 
position of Director of the Art Gallery, Museums and Public Libraries 
of BRADFORD, the committee concerned has decided to make two 
separate appointments rather than continue the dual appointment 
which has existed hitherto. A little while ago, according to a local 
newspaper, the committee recommended the appointment of a 
Director of the Art Gallery and Museums at a salary of {600 rising 
to £800, and a Chief Librarian at £400 rising to £600. This recom- 
mendation, however, was referred back by the Town Council for 
further consideration, and now both posts are advertised, the 
Director’s carrying a salary of £600, and the Chief Librarian’s £500, 
with no mention of increments in either case. It is not known what 
considerations actuated the committee concerned in fixing these 
salaries, but it is pretty certain that £500 per annum will not attract 
the best candidates for the position of Chief Librarian of sc important 
a city as Bradford. This is a pity, because the potentialities, under 
the most favourable conditions, are great. Also, is it not a fact that 
whereas the Art Gallery and Museums of Bradford are in a highly 
efficient condition the libraries—especially the central establish- 
ment—requires some amount of reorganisation? Whoever takes 
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LONGMANS LIST 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged 1925 

THESAURUS OF ENGLISH WORDS 

AND PHRASES 
Classified and Arranged so as to 
Facilitate the Expression of Ideas 
and Assist in Literary Composition. 
By PETER MARK ROGET, M.D., 
F.R.S. New Edition by SAMUEL 
ROMILY ROGET. With Frontis- 
piece. 8vo. 7/6 net 


BRITISH BIRDS 

Written and Illustrated by ARCHI- 

BALD THORBURN, F.Z.S. With 

192 Plates in Colours. In 4 Vols. 

Demy 8vo. 

Vol. I., with 48 Plates in Colours, 
16/- net 

Vol. II., with 48 Plates in Colours, 
16/- net 











THE LATER CORRESPONDENCE OF 
LORD JOHN RUSSELL, 1840-1878 
Edited by G. P. GOOCH, M.A.. 
D.Litt. With Portraits. Two Vols, 
8vo. 32/- net 





HENRY MONTAGU BUTLER, Master 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, 1886- 
1918. 
A Memoir by his Son, J. R. M. 
BUTLER. With 8 Illustrations, 
8vo. 12/6 net 





LUTHER AND THE REFORMATION 
by JAMES MACKINNON, Ph.D. 
D.D Vol. I. Early Life and 
Religious Development to 1517. 
8vo. 16/- net 





RELIGION, COMMERCE, LIBERTY 
A Record of a Time of Storm and 
Change, 1683-1793 
By J. W. JEUDWINE, LL.B. 
(Camb.), F.R.Hist.S. With 4 Maps. 
Geographical and other Indexes. 
8vo. 10/6 net 





SUPERSTITION OR RATIONALITY 
IN ACTION FOR PEACE 
Arguments against Founding a 
World Peace on the Common Sense 
of Justice. A Criticism of Jurispru- 
dence. By Professor A. V. LUND- 
STEDT, LL.D. 8vo. 12/6 net 


LONGMANS, GREEN & CO., 
39 Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4 














IMPORTANT 
NEW 
BOOKS 


SIR ERNEST WALLIS 
BUDGE, Litt.D., F.S.A. 


BABYLONIAN LIFE and HISTORY. 
With chapters on recent excavations. 
With 10 plates and many text illus- 
trations. Demy 8vo. 10/6 net 


PROFESSOR R. A. S. 
MACALISTER, LL.D., 
Litt.D., FSA. 


A CENTURY OF EXCAVATION IN 
PALESTINE. Demy 8vo. [Illus- 
trated. (Ready Oct.20) 10/6 net 


JAMES BAIKIE, F.R.A.S. 


EGYPTIAN PAPYRI AND 
PAPYRUS HUNTING. Illustrated. 
Demy 8vo 10/6 net 


A CENTURY OF EXCAVATION IN 
THE LAND OF THE PHARAOHS. 
Illustrated. Demy 8vo 7/6 net 


PROFESSOR A. #H. 
SAYCE, LL.D., D.D. 
New Editions revised to date. 


THE HITTITES. The Story of a 
forgotten Empire 3/6 net 


THE RACES OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT 3/6 net 


A PRIMER OF ASSYRIOLOGY 


2/6 net 
J. SINCLAIR 


STEVENSON, M.A. 


THE KNIGHTS OF A GREAT 
PRINCE. The Story of what the 
Aposties of the Lord did and wrote. 
With 16 coloured illustrations by 
HarRo_p Coppinc. Cr. 4to. 10/6 net 


LONDON: 
THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY 
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on the office of Chief Librarian at Bradford has a big job to tackle 
and one that is worth more than the a stated. 

An innovation which has proved of interest and value to 
readers has been adopted at the NorTHAMPTON Public Library. 

The first week in the month is known as “ Book Week” at 
the Library. A large notice is posted up in the Lending Library 
during this week, inviting readers to make known their difficulties 
and wants. They are asked to suggest new books for addition to 
the Library, and to report any difficulty they may experience in 
finding books upon the subjects in which they are interested. 

Special cards are provided for the use of borrowers, and they 
are placed in a box provided for the purpose. 

All suggestions are carefully considered, and a report giving 
the decisions is hung up in the Library for the information of 
borrowers. 

For the use of readers modern bibliographies and publishers’ 
catalogues are provided. 

The Norwicu Public Libraries were closely identified with the 
Norwich Education Week, which began on September 27th. The 
Official Handbook contained an article on “‘ The Public Libraries 
and Education,” with an illustration of a class of senior girls attend- 
ing the Central Public Library for the purpose of receiving instruc- 
tion in the use of the Library. At the Education Exhibition which 
was held in Blackfriars’ Hall a section of the alcove devoted to adult 
education was occupied by a public library exhibit, attention to 
which was drawn by a mammoth book with the lettering “‘ Books for 
Education, Information and Recreation—Use your Public Libraries.” 
This book rested upon a bookcase containing a selection of recent 
and standard books upon educational subjects, suitable for teachers, 
parents and others engaged in work with the young. Various posters 
and leaflets illustrating the different activities of the libraries were 
displayed, together with a list of library publications, and a striking 
diagram illustrated the great development in the libraries since 
their foundation sixty-seven years ago. At the Exhibition facilities 
were afforded ns to join the Libraries. The Eastern Daily 
Press contained a series of four short articles by Mr.G. A. Stephen, 
the City Librarian, on “ Books and Reading,” and an illustrated 
pamphlet entitled ‘‘ Books for Education, Information and Recrea- 
tion ’’ was widely distributed. This booklet is a handy guide to the 
Libraries, giving in succinct form information regarding hours of 
opening, the contents and arrangement of the various departments, 
special features, and list of Library publications. 


PERSONAL NEWS 
For the year 1925-26, Mr. J. Henry Quinn, Borough Librarian of 
Chelsea, has been elected Chairman of the Branch in succession to 
Mr. Rowlatt, who held the office with distinction for two years. 
Mr. Quinn is too well-known throughout the country to need any 
introduction, and his Chairmanship will be cordially welcomed by 
all. The Branch will open its third Winter Session with a meeting 
at the Drapers’ Hall, Throgmorton Street, E.C., on Tuesday, 
October 27th, when Lord Eustace Percy, President of the Board 
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of Education, will give the address, and C. Grant Robertson, Esq., 
C.V.O., M.A., LL.D., Principal of Birmingham University and 
President of the Library Association, will take the Chair. 

B. T. W. Stevenson appointed a senior assistant, Armstrong 
College Library, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Member of the Association 
of Assistant Librarians. Matriculated and six certificates of the 
Library Association. Trained : Armstrong College Library. Formerly 
student assistant, Armstrong College Library. 

Miss P. M. Taylor, appointed a senior assistant, Armstrong 
College Library, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Matriculated and one 
certificate of the Library Association, Bibliography. Trained: 
Armstrong College Library. Formerly student assistant, Armstrong 
College Library. 





REVIEWS. 
. REPORTS. 

BIRMINGHAM Public Libraries—63rd Annual Report. Chief 
Librarian, Walter Powell. Population, 919,438. Income from 
23d. rate, £49,914. Stock: Lending, 252,541; Reference, 
311,253. Added during the year: Lending, 24,689; Reference, 
7,812. Issues: Lending, 2,507,164; Reference, 214,148; 
Children’s Libraries, 777,097. Borrowers, 170,025. Branches, 24. 

The Central Lending Library was closed for 5} months during the year 
for structural alterations, and one of the Branches for a few weeks. This 
accounts for the rather large drop in the total issues. Three of the Branches 
have been reorganized on the “‘ open-access "’ system, while others are to be 
similarly dealt with in due course. The new Technical Library, containing 
4,500 vols, in addition to about 160 current scientific and technical periodicals, 
was opened a few months ago and is doing a useful work. The Shakespeare 
Memorial Library now contains 18,451 vols. and a large collection of framed 
portraits. ‘ : b 
CuiswicK Public Libraries and Museum.—Annual Report for the 

year April, 1924, to March, 1925. Librarian, Mizpah Gilbert, 
M.L.A. Population, 40,942. Stock: Lending, 16,945; Refer- 
ence, 5,506; Juvenile, 2,235. Added during the year, 3,180. 
Combined total issue, 195,941. Borrowers, 10,780. 

It is gratifying to note that since the reorganization of the Library in 
1920-21 steady progress has been made, culminating in the record figures of 
the year under review. Nearly 90,000 more volumes were issued than in the 
first year of the new system. Owing to this large increase in the work the 
capacity of the Library for accommodating books and readers is greatly 
strained and it is to be hoped that very soon steps will be taken to relieve 
this inconvenience, and to further extend the scope of usefulness of the Library. 
The Museum still continued to attract visitors and during the year many 
valuable additions were made to it. 

LeeEps Public Libraries.—Annual Report for the year ended March 
S3ist, 1925. City Librarian, Thos. W. Hand, F.L.A. Population, 
471,600. Rate in f, 2.36d. Stock: Lending, 50,992; Central 
Circulating Department, 10,648; Branches, 147,703; Juvenile, 
6,769 : Law Library, 2,195. Additions during the year, 18,437. 
Issues: Lending, 234,849; Reference, 273,700; Branches, 
980,984 ; Juvenile, 150,256. Borrowers, 35,587. Branches, 25. 

The work of the Libraries 290ntinues to make great strides and the need 
for still further extension is being felt. During the year definite steps have 
been taken towards the provision of new branches, whilst from several of the 
existing branches comes the call for larger buildings. The Commercial and 
Technical Library is doing valuable work in the city and a special advertising 
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campaign was organized with a iable results. Good reports also come 
from the Museum and Art Gallery. 48,427 people visited the former and 
350,144 the latter. Both of these institutions were the recipients of many 
interesting and valuable gifts during the year. 





PUBLICATIONS. 


Coventry Public Libraries.—Index to Subjects, 1925. Price 6d. 

A guide to the Lending and Reference Departments of all the Libraries. 
Although not complete the “‘ Index ’’ aims at being a guide to most of the 
subjects likely to be in demand. In many ways a useful guide, but the use 
of rather long and unnecessary numbers must surely lead to confusion. As 
would also the fact that there is no indication as to in which Library or 
Libraries a particular subject is to be found. Again, the division of ‘‘ Fiction "’ 
is also confusing, though this may be a good means of spreading the readers 
over the library and thus preventing congestion around certain shelves. 


Norwicn Public Libraries—-The Readers’ Guide. Oct.-Dec., 


1925. 

An annotated list of books dealing with the subjects of the series of 
University Extension Lectures on “‘ The United Statates of America’ is 
published in this Guide. Lady Julian of Norwich is the subject of the fourth 
article in the series of ‘‘ Norfolk Celebrities ’’ and a brief bibliography is given. 
** Recent Additions "’ occupy the remaining pages. 


SHEFFIELD.—Lectures Worth Hearing and Books Worth Reading. 


This is a publication of the Sheffield Education Committee and gives 
full particulars of the Archaeological, Art, Dramatic, Literary, Musical, 
Operatic and Scientific Associations and Societies in the district. Some short 
notes on the work of the Libraries is also given. It includes also an interesting 
and varied programme of lectures to be given in the various Libraries during 
the coming session and short reading lists on the popular lectures that are to 
be delivered at many other institutions in Sheffield. 





BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

Fordham (Sir Herbert George) Jonn Cary, ENGRAVER, Map, 
CHART AND PRINT-SELLER AND GLOBE-MAKER, 1754 to 1835. 
A Bibliography. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xxxiv., 140. Cambridge 
University Press, 1925. 10s. 6d. 

The author of this Monograph is well known as an authority on Carto- 
Bibliography. His works on Road Books, French Atlases, etc., are well known 
reference books. In the book before us he has made a careful study of one of 
the greatest English cartographers and has placed at the disposal of librarians 
and bibliographers a series of collations and descriptions of the Cary Road 
Books and maps which will place this somewhat elusive literature on a definite 
basis. It is to be ho that this volume is only the first of a series that will 
deal with cartographical history from the earliest times to the present day. 


GENERAL. 


Roget (Samuel Romilly) THEsaurus oF ENGLISH WorDs AND 
RASES. Classified and arranged so as to facilitate the expres- 

sion of ideas and to assist in literary composition. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. xlvi., 692. Longmans, Green and Co., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 


The new edition of this work has been revised and enlarged and the book 
is reset throughout. It is interesting to note that since the war two thousand 


new expressions have been coined “ as the result of p .”” Roget’s work 
has been successively revised by his son and his . The publishers 
advise this work as the standard aid to the solution of Cross-Word Puzzles. 
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Book Auction Recorps. A priced and annotated quarterly 
record of London, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dublin Book Auctions. 
Vol 22, Part 2. Cr. 8vo, paper wrappers, pp. xii., 176-338. 
Stevens, Son and Stiles, October, 1925. 

The current part of this most useful reference book contains an introduc- 
tory article by Mr. G. F. Barwick, late Keeper of Printed Books in the British 
Museum, on Proclamations. The records of Sales number 4,549 and cover the 

wiod Jan.—March, 1925, we: the Britwell Sale of March 23-26. 

Birmingham (George A.) A WAYFARER IN HunGary. With 16 
illustrations and a map. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 210. Methuen 
and Co., Ltd., 1925. 8s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Birmingham, who is well known as a novelist, has written a book on 
Hungary which he tells his readers is not a guide book. It contains an inter- 
esting account of the scenery, architecture, pictures and, generally, life in the 
interior of the country in which the author resided for nearly two years. 


SCOTTISH LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
COUNCIL NOTES. 
Tue Council of the Scottish Library Association have recently 
urged upon the Scottish Education Authorities, who have not yet 
established county libraries the desirability of training in librarian- 
ship as an essential qualification for candidates for appointments 
as county librarians. 

A protest has been addressed to the East Lothian Education 
Authority, who, after advertising the appointment of County 
Librarian at the wholly inadequate salary of £200 per annum, 
appointed to the position a clerk from their existing staff. 

A resolution in favour of the establishment in this country of a 
system of co-operative card cataloguing, on the lines of that operated 
by the Library of Congress, has been adopted. 

It has been decided not to arrange an Autumn meeting of the 
Association. 

It has been found that the printing of the proceedings of the 
Association, as suggested at the Annual Meeting, is not practicable, 
but papers and addresses of special interest are to be published with 
the annual report. 

On the recommendation of a special committee appointed to 
consider the question, the Council have agreed to institute an 
Annual Scholarship of the value of £15, open to members of the 
Association. The President, Mr. Ryrie Orr, J.P., M.A., has gener- 
ously offered to provide the first scholarship—an offer which the 
Council have gratefully accepted. 


THE BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE 
PUBLISHERS’ EXHIBITION OF 10925. 
A FEW SUGGESTIONS. 

TueE following comments on the recent exhibition have reached me 
from an exhibitor. He remarks that the Publishers’ Exhibition 
held in connection with the Library Association Conference at 
Birmingham this year cannot altogether be regarded as a successful 
venture. Handicapped as the Exhibitors were from the very com- 
mencement by the exhibition being housed in a building away from 
the Conference Hail, they found great difficulty in attracting the 
delegates. This is to be deplored because every individual exhibitor 
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had really gone “ all out’ to bring the very best and choicest of 

his goods for the delegates to inspect and examine. The results, 

he pointed out, were on the whole disappointing, he would not say 
discouraging, because business people are not easily discouraged. 

Exhibitors are out to give the delegates of the Library Association 

the very best possible service, a service that is lasting and enduring. 

The exhibits this year were exceedingly good and—this point 
should be emphasised—were in charge of the heads of the depart- 
ments of the firms represented and in some cases by proprietors 
and partners. 

Messrs. Mudies was in charge of Mr. A. Gascoigne, their Sales 
Manager. 

Messrs. Boots had Mr. Richardson, the head librarian, in command. 

Messrs. Harrap were represented by Mr. O. Anderson and Mr. 
G. Harrap. 

Messrs. The Art Metal Equipment Co. had Mr. J. C. Sellars presiding. 

Messrs. Riley and Co. had Mr. Ben Riley, M.P., at their stand for 

most of the time. 

Messrs. Appleton and Co. were ably represented by their representa- 
tive, Mr. Noble. 

Messrs. F. and E. Stoneham had their manager, Mr. E. Gladwin, in 
charge. 

Messrs. Combridge had their chief representative to watch over 
their interests. 

Messrs. W. H. Smith and Sons were ably represented by Mr. White. 
All these were ready and willing to listen to any suggestions 

that would tend towards the betterment of the service and relation 
between librarians and traders. At a rough estimate the total 
out-of-pocket expenditure of the exaibitors on the exhibition was 
between {500 and £600. This being so it is surely not asking too 
much of the delegates to pay a visit and thoroughly inspect the 
show. 

In common fairness to the local authorities everything that 
could possibly be done for the exhibitors’ comfort was done, and 
apparently the accommodation provided was the best available. 

The general complaint of the delegates, however, was not so 
much that the exhibition was housed in a separate building, but 
that their time was so fully occupied during their short stay at 
Birmingham. This should be brought to the notice of the Library 
Association for future reference and more particularly to Mr. 
Hand, of Leeds, the city in which the 1926 Conference is to be held. 
The following suggestions are offered for what they are worth. 
If they are adopted, however, it is probable that the exhibition 
would be more successful than ever before. 

(1) The exhibition should be held in the same building as the 
Conference. 

(2) To enable delegates to visit the various exhibits, time should be 
allotted daily by commencing the morning session at 11 and the 
afternoon session at 3. 

These points seem to be distinctly worth considering, assuming, 
of course, that the exhibition is of use to Librarians and that it is 
to be held. E. G. H. CARTER, 

Grafton & Co., Sales Manager. 








